
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SUPPORTING EXCELLENCE IN DERMATOLOGY

IMPACT REPORT
2018-2019

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SUPPORTING EXCELLENCE IN DERMATOLOGY

FUELING THE NEXT GENERATION OF SKIN RESEARCH



THE TEAM
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Dr. Gordon Searles, President
Dr. Neil Shear, Past President
Dr. Robert Gniadecki, Treasurer
Dr. John Elliott, Chair Scientifi c Advisory Committee
Dr. Youwen Zhou, Secretary
Dr. H. John Albers (ex offi cio)
Dr. Jan Dutz
Dr. John Toole 
Dr. Kirk Barber
Dr. Patrick Fleming

STAFF
Chantal Courchesne, Executive Director
Jonelle Istead, Development 
Pamela Belfer, Awards
Robyn Hopkins, Finance

Celebrating fi fty years of 
promoting skin research, 
the Canadian Dermatology 
Foundation is pleased to 
present our Semicentennial 
Impact Report. 

From new treatment paradigms 
for psoriasis to innovative 
diagnostic tools for skin cancer — 
discoveries made as a result of CDF funding have 
made their way into dermatology practice. 

Thank you CDF Past Presidents, Board Members, 
Award Recipients and donors for building this 
Foundation. 

Here’s to another fi fty years!

GORDON SEARLES, OD, MD, FRCPC, FACP

CDF President
Benefactor Life Member

PHOTOS (CDF founders in bold): 

COVER: Upper: Dr. Roy Forsey, Dr. Bill Stewart, Dr. Julius 
Danto, Dr. Frederick Kalz, Dr. Ben Kanee, Dr. Stuart Maddin
and Dr. Bill Garbe. Lower: Recent Award Recipients: 
Dr. Danielle Marcoux, Dr. Peter Hull, Dr. Jennifer Beecker, 
Dr. Yuka Asai, Dr. Marisa Ponzo, Dr. Raed Alhusyen, Dr. Ivan 
Litvinov. PAGE 2: Award recipients 1999; Members of industry 
in 2016. PAGE 3: Dr. Robert Jackson and Mrs. Jackson in 
1999; CDF Reception 2002.
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MISSION: 
PROMOTE SKIN RESEARCH. 
ADVANCE DERMATOLOGY.

VISION: 
HEALTHIER SKIN, BETTER LIFE.

MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT
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I am very excited to congratulate 
the CDF on 50 years of supporting 
Canadian dermatology research! 
The 13 founding dermatologists 
recognized the need to support 
research in a way that was 
also supporting dermatology 
researchers. As I conclude my 
role as President of the Canadian 
Dermatology Association (CDA), 
I urge all CDA members to 
support the CDF. 
A gift to the 
CDF is an 
investment 
in the 
future of our 
profession.

NEIL H SHEAR,
MD, FRCPC, FACP, FCDA

CDF President 2003-2017
Benefactor Life Member

In the past fi fty years the CDF 
has seen immense change in 
scope and management. The 
beginning was indeed very 
modest and depended a lot on 
the dedication of the founding 
generation who had a vision 
for the future and set its path. 
I, who had the privilege to 
serve as Secretary-Treasurer 
under Stuart Maddin when 
the Capital Fund reached the 
then unimaginable fi rst million, 
am certain that Drs. Forsey, 
Maddin, Jackson and all their 
colleagues would be proud of 
their Foundation’s progress. 
I am happy to have been part 
of this noble organization and 
wish it continued success for 
the next fi fty years and 
beyond. The needs of 
research knows no end.

JOHN ALBERS,
MD, FRCPC

CDF President 2002-2003
Benefactor Life Member

MESSAGES FROM PAST PRESIDENTS
The CDF is the 
jewel of Canadian 
dermatology. 
A selfl ess merger of 
regional initiatives, 
it has emerged as a national 
champion of new knowledge, 
shared. The foundation of patient 
bequests and donations from 
community dermatologists has 
expanded to include widespread 
support from our industry 
partners. We have together 
nurtured a CDF that will be truly 
central to our specialty over the 
next fi fty years.

DAVID MCLEAN, MD, FRCPC

CDF President 1998-2002
Benefactor Life Member
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8 OF THE 13  
DID YOU KNOW?

CDF FOUNDERS 

WERE ALSO CDA  

PRESIDENTS?

This year  
CDF received 

$50,000 from 
long time supporter  
MR. RICHARD MACKAY

$10 
MILLION

OVER

AWARDED 

SUPPORT FROM INDIVIDUALS  
AND ORGANIZATIONS  
LIKE THE WCD IN 2015  
BRING OUR INVESTMENT  
PORTFOLIO  
VALUE TO

$7.2 
MILLION

“ The 
future of 
patient 
health and 
the health of 
our specialty depends on 
research. As our approach  
to patient care is predicated 
on a background of evidence-
based medicine, I am 
proud to be able to support 
Canadian researchers advance 
our collective goals in 
dermatology. ”— Dr. Jason Rivers

Supporting the CDF is aligned with 
AbbVie’s commitment to continuing 
the quest to find answers for patients 
with unmet dermatology needs and 
to improve standards of care. We 
do more than treat diseases, we aim 
to make a remarkable impact on 
people’s lives.

Galderma’s vision is to change the 
way the world thinks about skin 
health. Canadian Dermatologists are 
among the best in the world and our 
support of the CDF helps fund local 
research that will ultimately improve 
patient lives in Canada and beyond.

Pfizer Canada strives to profoundly 
impact the health of Canadians  
through the discovery, development 
and delivery of medicines, vaccines 
and consumer health products.  
By supporting organizations which 
focus on the best science and patient 
experience, Pfizer’s investments 
support faster delivery of breakthrough 
medicines that can fulfill unmet needs.

THIS YEAR CDF HAS   3   TOP INDUSTRY SUPPORTERS

AWARDS GIVEN IN  
OUR FIRST 50 YEARS:

OVER 

500
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AARON DRUCKER, MD, ScM, FRCPC is  
a dermatologist at Women’s College Hospital and Assistant  
Professor at the University of Toronto. 

Tell us about your most recent research project. It is difficult to study 
atopic dermatitis in the general population because identifying people who 
have it is challenging. In this research project, we are using a large database 
of patient records in Ontario to identify cases of atopic dermatitis. This will 
then be linked with a database of all residents in Ontario to estimate how 
common atopic dermatitis is in the overall population. Right now, we are in 
the process of going through thousands of charts.

This project is foundational work to ensure we can do proper research in 
Ontario. It will allow us to answer many other research questions of high 
importance for atopic dermatitis patients. 

What does CDF mean to you? CDF gave me my first grant in 2014 and 
was the first to support my current study on Atopic Dermatitis. Other agencies 
have now come on board like Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) 
and PSI Foundation.

To me, CDF is the bedrock of dermatology research in Canada. CDF is the 
only Canadian skin specific funding agency out there — many of us couldn’t 
do it without the CDF.

MARISA G. PONZO, MD-PhD, FRCPC, DABD, 
FAAD is a Clinical Instructor in the Department of Dermatology 
and Skin Science at the University of British Columbia. She 
earned her MDCM-PhD degree from McGill University and works 
as a clinician-scientist.

Tell us about your most recent research project. This study focuses 
on the treatment of patients that have advanced melanoma with a class of 
drugs called immune checkpoint inhibitors. They “boost” one’s the immune 
system to attack the cancer, however these drugs also create autoimmune side 
affects, some of which can be very severe. 

We are comparing blood markers of immune system activation and the skin 
features of immune system activation in patients who develop psoriasis and 
other skin-related immune effects on these medications to patients without 
these side effects and to patients who spontaneously develop these skin 
conditions. This analysis will allow us to determine which medications can 
most easily be used to limit the skin side effects and still preserve the efficacy 
of cancer therapy.

Do you have a research mentor? Dr. Jan Dutz has been a mentor as both 
a clinician and a scientist. Dermatologists go to him when they are stuck on a 
difficult case because he can have other ideas on diagnosis and management. 
A career in research can be very uncertain, I am inspired by people like Jan, 
who are genuinely excited by research, regardless of the outcomes. 

NEW INVESTIGATOR Q & A DR. FREDERICK 
KALZ BURSARY 
2018-2019 RECIPIENTS 

In 1991, Dr. Zoltan Fekete donated 
to establish the Dr. Frederick Kalz 
Fund to help dermatology residents 
further their expertise through 
bursaries for study at outside 
centres. This knowledge could  
then benefit the whole community.

FERAS GHAZAWI
University of Ottawa 

Study location:

Department of Dermatology,  
Kyoto University, Japan

LINDA XING
University of Ottawa 

Study location:

South Perth Specialist Skin Cancer 
Centre, Perth, Australia

MATTHEW HUGHES
University of Calgary 

Study location:

Department of Dermatology,  
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine,  
Baltimore, USA

CDF LOGOS 
1971-2019



HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Make a one-time or monthly gift online at cdf.ca 

or mail your contribution to: 
Canadian Dermatology Foundation 
425-1385 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON  K1H 8N4

CUMULATIVE GIVING  

AMBASSADOR LIFE
Dr. John Elliott Mr. Richard J. MacKay

Dr. Alain Dansereau
Dr. Alfred Balbul
Dr. Canagasundrum 
Anandakrishnan
Dr. Charlene Linzon
Dr. Charles Lynde
Dr. David McLean
Dr. David Zloty
Dr. Denis Sasseville
Dr. Evert Tuyp
Dr. Gilles Lauzon
Dr. Gordon Searles
Dr. H John Albers
Dr. Harvey Lui
Dr. Hem Jain
Dr. Ingrid Jarvis
Dr. Irina Turchin
Dr. J Alastair Carruthers
Dr. Jason Rivers
Dr. Jerry Tan
Dr. John Toole
Dr. Ken Alanen
Dr. Kenneth Kobayashi
Dr. Laura Finlayson
Dr. Laurence Warshawski

Dr. Mariusz Sapijaszko
Dr. Michael Martindale
Dr. Neil Shear
Dr. Peter Hull
Dr. Ralph Wilkinson
Dr. Richard Cloutier
Dr. Ricky Kanee Schachter
Dr. Robert Bissonnette
Dr. Robert Jackson
Dr. Roy Forsey
Dr. Se Mang Wong
Dr. Shannon Humphrey
Dr. Sheetal Sapra
Dr. Sophie Hofstader
Dr. Stuart Maddin
Dr. Vince Bertucci
Dr. Walter Unger
Dr. Yves Poulin
Dr. Zohair Tomi
Mr. Casey James Lawton
Mr. Louis Vogel
Mr. Marc Simard
Mr. Richard J. MacKay
Mr. Robert Lavoie
Ms. Wendy Adams

BENEFACTOR LIFE

Atlantic Provinces Dermatology Association
Jewish Community Foundation of Montreal

ENDOWMENTS AND LEGACY GIFTS
Dr. Colin Ramsay
Dr. G. S. Williamson
Dr. Z. Fekete

Mr. E. A. Brown
Mr. Richard J. MacKay
Ms. W. M. P. Raye 

TO OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS

ANNUAL GIVING  

PLATINUM CONTRIBUTOR 
Dr. Gordon Searles
Dr. Jason Rivers

Mr. Richard J. MacKay

GOLD CONTRIBUTOR
Dr. Irina Turchin
Mr. Michel Lavoie, Dermtek

Dr. Robert Tremaine
Dr. Victoria Taraska

SILVER CONTRIBUTOR
Dr. David McLean
Dr. John Toole
Dr. Julie Powell

Dr. Scott Walsh
Dr. Elizabeth O’Brien

Ambassador Life:  
donor who has contributed 
$20,000 or more cumulatively

Benefactor Life:  
donor who has contributed 
between $10,000 and $19,999 
cumulatively

Endowment:   
a capital donation made for the 
ongoing support of the CDF  

Legacy Gift:  
a planned future donation, 
typically designated through 
a Will

Platinum Contributor:  
donor who has given $5,000 
or more in 2018/2019

Gold Contributor:  
donor who has given  
between $2,000 and $4,999 
in 2018/2019

Silver Contributor:  
donor who has given  
between $1,000 and $1,999 
in 2018/2019

LEGEND 

Smart Money Goes to Research photo
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ENDOWMENTS 

$175,000+$2,650,000+

TO OUR SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

ANNUAL SUPPORTERS 

$50,000

$25,000

$10,000
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PHILANTHROPY AND THE CDF
IRINA TURCHIN 
Irina Turchin, MD, FRCPC, is a community dermatologist 
in Fredericton, New Brunswick. She is a dermatology 
consultant for the Horizon Health Network and assistant 
professor at Dalhousie and Memorial Universities.  
Dr. Turchin is a clinical investigator with Probity Medical 
Research.

What is your philosophy on giving to charity? If you 
can sit back and think about which charity to support, 
and how much money to give — you are in a tremendous 
position of privilege. I remember being in a place where  
I couldn’t give what I can now, and so I would choose  
to volunteer. Now I can do both, volunteer and give back 
financially. I feel very fortunate to be able to do this 

because giving back enhances 
the connection I feel to the 
various communities I am a part of.

Do you support any other charities? I also support 
local charities — hospitals, women’s shelters and the 
hospice. I like to get behind a good idea.

What interests you about CDF? CDF is different from 
the other charities I support because it feels more like 
giving to family. CDF is my family, it’s my profession and 
it’s the future of our speciality.

We are enriched as a community of dermatologists  
when we invest in research.

financial gifts, but also gave my time, not only to the CDF 
but in other areas in dermatology, such as working closely 
with Dr. Danielle Marcoux to help initiate the setting-up 
of Camp Liberté. I don’t see myself as a philanthropist 
and have always preferred keeping a low profile. 

With your business interests being outside of 
dermatology, why do you continue to support the 
CDF? It goes back to the origins of my success, but it’s 
also about the relationships I built while working in 
dermatology. I have met extraordinary people, wonderful 
caring doctors who have made a difference in many 
people’s lives. 

From 1962 to 2010, my focus was dermatology exclusively. 
When I first started, there were only 100 dermatologists 
in Canada, and I got to know all of them personally. I was 
particularly impressed by those working in dermatology 
research — advancing the profession through new 
knowledge. 

Even today, nine years after leaving dermatology, I still 
receive personal thank you notes from dermatologists. 
One physician came to Naples, Florida, and insisted on 
treating my wife and I to dinner — a way of saying thanks 
I suppose, for the work I did at the CDF and for other 
dermatology projects.

*Dr. Stuart Maddin was one of the 13 CDF founders and 
served as Board President from 1981-1993.

RICHARD J. MACKAY
Richard (Dick) MacKay was a CDF Board member 
from 1985-2010 and was instrumental to the Canadian 
Dermatology Foundation’s growth. A relationship builder 
and business leader, MacKay used his skills to increase 
support for CDF from industry and individuals alike. In 
addition to giving his time and talent, MacKay also made 
generous financial contributions to the Foundation. He 
remains the largest CDF benefactor in its 50-year history. 

How did your relationship with CDF begin? It started 
because of my long relationship with Stu Maddin*, who 
was a mentor to me during my younger years. Stu asked 
me to arrange meetings with key professional influencers 
in the dermatology industry. In those days, we would get 
together at the restaurant I owned in Montreal. I would 
send out the invitations to my peers in the industry and 
Stu would pitch about CDF. I was briefly involved in 
political fundraising and Stu recognized that my skill 

set could be valuable to CDF. He then invited me 
to join the Board of Directors in 1985, and 

being the only non-physician, I applied a 
business lens to many of the challenges 
and opportunities faced by CDF during 
my 25+ years on the Board. 

What is your personal philosophy 
on philanthropy and giving back? 

As my company became more 
and more successful, I kept 
thinking of ways to give back to 
dermatology. I made substantial 
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SPOTLIGHT  
ON RESEARCH
HARVEY LUI 
Harvey Lui, MD, FRCPC is an academic 
dermatologist at the University of British 
Columbia whose research interests include 
photomedicine, laser optics, and biophysics. 
He has been active in many clinical and research 
organizations and has served as president of national and international 
societies including the Canadian Dermatology Association and the 
International League of Dermatological Societies. 

Was there a specific moment you decided dermatology  
research was something you wanted to pursue or was it an 
evolution over time? My parents always taught me to study hard, 
and to respect my teachers. I saw my teachers as important figures and 
was inspired by them. By the time I was in high school, I knew I wanted 
to be an academic. I want to learn something to the ultimate degree — 
to fully understand it. That curiosity fueled me during medical school 
and residency, where I became fascinated by the skin. I saw beauty in 
dermatology, to be able to look at something and know what you are 
dealing with, and then begin treatment right away.

What does CDF mean to you? CDF was willing to take a chance on  
me. When most dermatology research was focused on the biology of skin,  
I choose a less crowded space, studying light and biophysics. CDF was  
the first granting agency to say yes to my proposal.

My research focused on whether there was more we could do with light  
to improve dermatologic diagnosis. Could we capture optical signals from 
the skin using special sensors to get more information from the  
skin without resorting to a biopsy? 

Our initial CDF funded study snowballed into something much bigger  
— it resulted in the commercialization of devices that enhance diagnosis. 
Our most recent CDF project has resulted in a new multiphoton laser 
microscope that can not only examine living skin without biopsy, but  
also precisely treat selected micro-targets. 

What inspires you? Role models and mentors have been crucial for  
my academic and professional growth. Dr. David McLean is well respected, 
extremely practical, knows his patients, really understands the skin, and 
does research. I met Dr. McLean in my late 20’s; I wanted to become an 
academic and wasn’t sure of what to do. David taught me that a career  
in research is like being an entrepreneur. You must invest and take risks, 
even though nothing may come of it. Luck might also play a role, but it’s 
like what Dick MacKay, once told me, “… the harder you work, the luckier 
you become!” 

I believe we all need good teachers and mentors to show us how to turn  
our hard work and “luck” into new research and clinical knowledge that 
can enhance patient care. 
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AN-WEN CHAN
Women’s College Hospital

Patterns of Care and Outcomes for Localized 
Melanoma: Population-Based Cohort Study
World Congress of Dermatology 

Research Grant — $100,000 

SUNIL KALIA
University of British Columbia

Comprehensive Analytical Diagnostic 
Algorithm for Non-Invasive Cancer Detection 
Using Optical Multimodal Spectroscopy

 CDF Research Grant — $100,000 

VINCENT PIGUET
Women’s College Hospital

Tissue Imaging Mass Cytometry to Decipher 
Psoriasis Inflammation in Plaque and 
Paradoxical Psoriasis  

 CDF Research Grant — $100,000

AFSANEH ALAVI
Women’s College Hospital

Pyoderma Gangrenosum-Associated Disease 
Activity and the Intestinal Microbiome

 CDF Research Grant — $50,000

MARK KIRCHHOF
Ottawa Hospital Research Institute (OHRI)

Randomized Control Trials of Low-Dose 
Naltrexone for the Treatment of Psoriasis 
Vulgaris and Atopic Dermatitis

 CDF Research Grant — $50,000 

JAN DUTZ
University of British Columbia

A New Mouse Model of Cutaneous Lupus 
Erythematosus    

 CDF Research Grant — $20,000

JENNIFER BEECKER
Ottawa Hospital Research Institute (OHRI)

Indoor Tanning Health Warning Labels for 
Skin Cancer Prevention

 CDF Research Grant — $10,000

RESEARCH GRANT  
RECIPIENTS 2019 
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FINANCIALS

 2018  2017
REVENUE   
Donations $ 331,595 $ 311,708 
Grants reconciliation $ 111 $ 8,265 
Investment Income $ 20,894 $ 569,407 

$ 352,600 $ 889,380  
EXPENSE   
Research Grants & Bursaries $ 416,045 $ 440,000
Investment Counselling Fee $ 44,440 $ 44,275 
Fundraising $ 61,350 $ 32,481 
Program Management $ 20,410 $ 14,874 
Professional Fees $ 27,126 $ 45,047 
Office & Administration $ 73,691 $ 30,737 

  $ 643,062 $ 607,414  

Excess of revenue over expense $ (290,462) $ 281,966 

Fund Balance beginning of year $ 7,943,717 $ 7,661,751

Fund balance end of year $ 7,653,255 $ 7,943,717

FUND BALANCES 
Operating Fund $ 247,959 $ 353,264

    Restricted Fund $ 3,142,653 $ 3,327,810 
    Endowment Fund $ 4,262,643 $ 4,262,643 

   $ 7,653,255 $ 7,943,717 

PHOTOS  

Left: CDF Poster, 1986  
Right: Some of the  
members of the CDF  
Board of Directors in 2016:  
Dr. Neil Shear, Dr. Gordon 
Searles, Dr. Jan Dutz, Dr. John 
Elliott, Dr. Mariusz Sapijaszko

CANADIAN DERMATOLOGY FOUNDATION 
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND FUND BALANCES
Year ended December 31, 2018 with comparative figures for 2017     

Respectfully submitted by CDF Treasurer, Robert Gniadecki, MD, PhD, DMSci.




